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training, and employment services for
adults with IDD.

Casa Familia is also planning an in-
tegrated residential community that
will offer a variety of recreational ac-
tivities and educational programs to
ensure that residents continue to grow
and develop.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank
everyone at Casa Familia for all that
they do to improve the lives of so many
individuals and help them achieve
their full potential.

———

COMPLIANCE ASPECT OF
NUCLEAR DEAL

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
just a few years ago, there was serious
deliberation, prayer, much review, the
utilization of experts as the House of
Representatives voted for the Iran deal
of the P5+6. I remember extensive de-
liberations and the probing of experts
on the compliance aspect of this nu-
clear deal.

As I speak, the President has an-
nounced a pullout—or will be announc-
ing such, I think—with drastic con-
sequences. It is certainly appropriate
to look at bilateral agreements, but to
all that have reviewed, Iran is com-
plying with this agreement. As we ap-
proach North Korea, it will be baffling
to them as we try to engage in a final
agreement.

This is not about campaign pledges
or your dislike for the former Presi-
dent of the United States. It is about
the safety and security of the world
and the containment of nuclear prod-
ucts and the utilization of such.

So I would argue that the Congress
needs to stand up, make good on its
commitments, protect the American
people and the world from nuclear ca-
tastrophe.

———

THE IRAN NUCLEAR DEAL

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, as President Donald Trump is
set to make an announcement this
afternoon regarding the failed nuclear
agreement with Iran, I want to again
express my continued opposition to
this deal and thank President Trump
for his determination.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
has revealed compelling revelations in
the last week of Iranian duplicity. This
was a reckless and dangerous deal from
the start. It never served the interests
of American families, and it continues
to threaten the safety and security of
our allies, especially Israel.

In just 7 years, there will be nothing
stopping the Iranian dictatorship from
constructing nuclear weapons as they
chant ‘““‘death to Israel, death to Amer-
ica” while they oppress the Iranian
people.
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In addition, President Obama author-
ized a cash ransom of $1.7 billion to
Iran to release five innocent Ameri-
cans. This deal promoted Iran’s mone-
tary support for terrorist groups
Hezbollah, Hamas, and militias that
plant IEDs to murder Americans.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

HONORING THE LIFE OF FRANK
MESIAH

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life
of my friend Frank Mesiah, the re-
cently deceased former longtime presi-
dent of the Buffalo NAACP.

After serving in the United States
Armed Forces, Frank returned to Buf-
falo in 1950, where he would serve in
law enforcement and education and
would take on discrimination cases for
the State Department of Labor.

Frank left an indelible mark on Buf-
falo, dedicating his life to fighting dis-
crimination. Frank was a leader pas-
sionately committed to  positive
change. Frank was instrumental in the
desegregation of Buffalo public schools
and the successful integration of the
Buffalo Police Department.

Western New York is grateful for
Frank’s lifetime of tireless work to ad-
vance the cause of justice and equality,
the impact of which we and future gen-
erations will feel for years to come.

———

MOURNING THE LOSS OF PUERTO
RICO AIR NATIONAL GUARDSMEN

(Miss GONZALEZ-COLON of Puerto
Rico asked and was given permission to
address the House for 1 minute and to
revise and extend her remarks.)

Miss GONZALEZ-COLON of Puerto
Rico. Mr. Speaker, last Wednesday, the
Puerto Rico Air National Guard trag-
ically lost nine of its finest near Sa-
vannah, Georgia.

The people of Puerto Rico, especially
the close-knit family of our Air Guard,
share the terrible pain and join in
prayer for the families of Major Jose
Roman Rosado, Major Carlos Perez
Serra, First Lieutenant David
Albandoz, Senior Master Sergeant Jan
Paravisini, Master Sergeant Jean
Audriffred, Master Sergeant Mario
Brana, Master Sergeant Victor Colon,
Master Sergeant Eric Circuns, and Sen-
ior Airman Roberto Espada, all fallen
in the line of duty.

Like all members of the Puerto Rico
Air National Guard, they are an exam-
ple of the best in the long tradition of
Puerto Ricans in the U.S. Armed
Forces. They risked and gave their
lives like many others before them,
serving the Nation and a community
that is shattered by their loss. We are
proud of their service.

As we mourn our heroes, let’s com-
mit ourselves to honor their sacrifice
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by giving their comrades in arms the
adequate resources and support to do
S0.

God grant our fellow warriors rest,
and may His eternal light shine upon
them.

———

NATIONAL TEACHER
APPRECIATION DAY

(Mr. O'HALLERAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. O'HALLERAN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today on National Teacher Appre-
ciation Day to praise the work of edu-
cators and school staff in Arizona and
across the Nation. These men and
women are shaping the lives of our
children and preparing them at every
educational level for a successful fu-
ture.

I am married to a teacher, Mr.
Speaker, and she and all teachers will
tell you that there is no such thing as
a former teacher; they are educators
for life.

I am grateful for the teachers I have
had over the years, and I am proud to
stand with Arizona and America’s
teachers as they demand adequate pay
for the important work they do.

Investing in education will spur eco-
nomic growth, create jobs in commu-
nities across the country, and allow fu-
ture generations to thrive.

Mr. Speaker, we must do more to
support our schools, our educators, and
our students.

——————

LEGISLATION NEEDED FOR
DIGITAL CURRENCY

(Mr. DAVIDSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DAVIDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to discuss digital currency, par-
ticularly initial coin offerings.

These innovations have outpaced reg-
ulators and the courts. Now, regulators
and courts are beginning to weigh in.

Meeting with agency officials and in-
dustry leaders makes one thing clear:
Making the markets work in the
United States of America requires leg-
islative certainty. Failure for Congress
to act produces uncertainty, and that
will drive capital and innovation off-
shore.

Our task is to answer questions like:
How are these tokens traded? Are they
securities or commodities? Who is the
proper regulator? How do we prevent
fraud? These are just some of the ques-
tions that need answers.

Congress needs to act by passing leg-
islation that creates certainty and
turns the United States into a market
maker. I intend to lead this legislation
for initial coin offerings to clarify the
role of regulators, protect consumers,
address national security concerns, and
facilitate a pro-growth environment
for businesses to raise capital here in
America.
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MAKE HEALTHCARE INSURANCE
WORK

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, it was a
year ago this very day that Repub-
licans in this House voted to eliminate
healthcare for millions of Americans,
something we knew at that point, if it
went through, would increase pre-
miums on millions of other Americans
that still had coverage. And after that
vote, they all boarded a bus and went
over to the White House for a big cele-
bration.

Thankfully, that bill never became
law, because had it become law, people
would not have been protected with
health insurance if they had a pre-
existing condition. There would have
been a terrible age tax imposed on peo-
ple ages 50-64. It would have been a
massive step in the wrong direction.

Despite the fact that that legislation
did not become law, we are still seeing
premium increases because of the un-
dermining of the law of the land. The
Affordable Care Act has been under-
mined by the Trump administration
and by action by this Congress, and be-
cause of that, we are seeing premium
increases again.

Forever, we heard from the other side
criticisms of premium increases that
were more in line with inflation in
healthcare. Now, in Michigan, we see a
28-percent increase under this adminis-
tration. Where is the outrage?

We ought to work together to fix the
problem. The Affordable Care Act is
not perfect. I am the first to admit it.
Let’s stop undermining the law and
make it work.

————
0 1215

PUBLIC SERVICE RECOGNITION
WEEK

(Mr. WITTMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, today, 1
rise to recognize our Nation’s public
servants and to thank them for their
important contributions to our coun-
try.

In every community across America,
Federal employees work to make sure
our government is effective and keeps
us safe. Their daily contributions to
their fellow citizens, and to the cause
of freedom, are simply immeasurable.
In America’s First District, there are
many hardworking and dedicated patri-
ots who serve the people of this Nation
every day.

As we celebrate Public Service Rec-
ognition Week, which started on Sun-
day, May 6, and ends on Saturday, May
12, I want to express my utmost grati-
tude to the country’s Federal employ-
ees, as well as our dedicated State,
county, and local public servants for
their tireless service. I am proud to
represent the tens of thousands of Fed-
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eral employees, retirees, and local and
State government officials who live in
the First District of Virginia.

The Federal workforce is full of dedi-
cated and committed citizens who ex-
emplify patriotism in everything they
do. I hope my colleagues will join me
in honoring them for their service to
ensure the security of our Nation.

——————

NATIONAL TEACHER
APPRECIATION DAY

(Ms. PLASKETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, on Na-
tional Teacher Appreciation Day, I rise
to acknowledge the outstanding
achievements of Virgin Island teachers
and bring attention to the educational
crisis occurring in the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands.

Ms. Michaelrose Ravalier, a teacher
at Ivanna Eudora Kean High School,
represented the Virgin Islands at the
2018 National Science Teachers Con-
ference and was awarded the Maitland
P. Simmons Memorial Award for New
Teachers.

This is the first Virgin Islander to be
a recipient of this award, yet she and
her incredible colleagues, including
Margot Oyake and Alenia Buncome
Murraine of St. Thomas, and the other
St. Croix teachers, do not have ade-
quate funding to support their duties.
The Virgin Islands Department of Edu-
cation reported nearly 150 personnel
vacancies and 12 shuttered schools fol-
lowing the hurricanes last year. Virgin
Island students attend school in 4-hour
shifts each day.

I urge my colleagues to work with
me to ensure the educational system of
the Virgin Islands receives the nec-
essary funding to allow students to
learn and prosper. The best way to sup-
port our teachers is by giving them the
resources they need to teach our chil-
dren.

Take time today to thank every
teacher who supports our children.

———

HONORING PRIVATE FIRST CLASS
ROBERT BURKE

(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to commemorate
Private First Class Robert Burke from
the United States Marine Corps, who
gave the ultimate sacrifice 50 years ago
during Operation Allen Brook in Le
Nam, Vietnam. For his bravery, he was
awarded the Congressional Medal of
Honor. At the age of 18, he is the
youngest Medal of Honor recipient
from the Vietnam war.

Private Burke enlisted in the U.S.
Marines in 1967, while he was still a
student at Monticello High School in
Piatt County, Illinois. He was sent to
the Republic of Vietnam with India

H3789

Company of the 3rd Battalion, 27th Ma-
rines, where he was assigned as a ma-
chine gunner. During Operation Allen
Brook on May 17, 1968, Private Burke
and his company came under intense
fire from the well-concealed North Vi-
etnamese. With several of his fellow
marines wounded, Private Burke
spared no time. He immediately used
his machine gun to launch several one-
man assaults against the enemy, allow-
ing upwards of three dozen casualties
to be evacuated.

He relentlessly delivered fire to the
enemy, even obtaining a casualty’s
rifle when his own malfunctioned. He
continued to advance in defense of his
brothers in arms until he was mortally
wounded.

No words of gratitude can properly
express how thankful the American
people and the Congress are for Private
Burke’s selfless actions that saved the
lives of so many. Private Burke gave
his life for his friends and for his coun-
try. He is the truest example of brav-
ery, and I am proud to honor him
today.

———

TRIBUTE TO DETECTIVE ELISE
YBARRA

(Mr. ARRINGTON asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to the life, serv-
ice, and legacy of Abilene Police De-
partment detective, Elise Ybarra.

Detective Ybarra was tragically
killed last August en route to a con-
ference focused on her life’s work:
fighting crimes against children. She
was just days shy of her 33rd birthday
and left behind a loving husband and a
10-month-old daughter. Elise Ybarra
represented the best of west Texas in
her service and sacrifice for our com-
munity.

The Bible teaches us that, even in
the most trying of times, the light
shines in the darkness, and the dark-
ness shall not overcome it. By carving
Elise’s name into the National Law En-
forcement Officers Memorial, we en-
sure that her light will continue to
shine, a beacon of valor for our entire
Nation to see.

To her husband, Adam: God’s peace
and comfort to you, brother. To baby,
Noelle: May your mom’s strength and
courage live on in you.

———
VICTORY IN EUROPE DAY

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, 73 years ago, Nazi Ger-
many’s forces formally surrendered,
marking the end of World War II in Eu-
rope.

Today, we commemorate Victory in
Europe Day, or VE Day. Celebrations
erupted throughout the world on May
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